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Easter Service on Sunday, April 4th at 9:55 a.m.

Open Door Kitchen, Friday, April 9th at 5:30 p.m.

Rummage Sale April 15th and 16th

Confirmation Class, 4/6, 4/13, 4/27 at 6:00 p.m.

Chamber Singers Concert, Sunday April 18th at 3:00 p.m.

May Newsletter Deadline, Mon., 4/19/10

Work Day, Saturday, April 24th

Men’s Fellowship Monday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Maundy Thursday
Service 7:00 p.m.

2Good Friday

Service at Methodist
Church 12:05 p.m.

3

4 Easter

Sunrise Service at
Elementary School
6:30 a.m.
Breakfast at UCC
7:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.
Communion
FIN Collection

5
WIC Class 6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts 6:00
p.m.

6
Confirmation Class
6:00 p.m.

UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

7
WIC 8:30-4:30

Girl Scouts 5:30
p.m.

Choir 7:00 p.m.

8
Mission Committee
9:00 a.m.
ABC Support Group
10:00 a.m.
Grief and Loss Sup-
port Group 10:00
a.m.
Joyful Ringers 6:30
p.m.

9
Open Door Kitchen
5:30 p.m.

10
Chamber Singers
Rehearsal 9-11

Walt Kraus Memo-
rial Service 2:00
p.m.

11
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.

12
Cub Scouts 6:00
p.m.

Deacons 6:00 p.m.

Rummage Sale Week

13
Confirmation Class
6:00 p.m.
UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.
Property Board 7:00
p.m.

Rummage Sale Week

14
Girl Scouts 5:30
p.m.

Choir 7:00 p.m.

Rummage Sale Week

15
Rummage Sale
Noon-6

Joyful Ringers 6:30
p.m.

Rummage Sale Week

16
Rummage Sale
10-4

Rummage Sale Week

17
Chamber Singers
Rehearsal 9-Noon

18
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.

Chamber Singers
Concert 3:00 p.m.

Youth Group 5:00
p.m.

19
WIC Class 6:00 p.m.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

20
UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

21
Girl Scouts 5:30
p.m.

Choir 7:00 p.m.

22
Joyful Ringers 6:30
p.m.

23 24
Susquehanna Asso-
ciation Spring Meet-
ing

Church
Work Day 9-Noon

25
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.
CWS Dedication/
Blanket Sunday
Food Pantry Collection
Blood Pressure Screen-
ing
GAC Progressive
Dinner 1:00 p.m.

26
WIC Class 6:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts 6:00
p.m.

27
Confirmation Class
6:00 p.m.

UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

Men’s Fellowship
7:00 p.m.

28
Girl Scouts 5:30
p.m.

Choir 7:00 p.m.

29
UCC NY Women’s
Annual Conference
at Watson Home-
stead

Joyful Ringers 6:30
p.m.

30
Cub Scout Pack
Meeting 6:30 p.m.
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MINISTER’S MUSINGS

“After the Sabbath, at dawn of the first
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went back to look at the tomb.

“There was a violent earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord came down from heaven and
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat
on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothes were white as snow.” The guards were
so afraid of the angel that they shook and
became like dead men.

“The angel said to the women, “Do not
be afraid, for I know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified, he is not here; for he is
risen.” (Matthew 28:1-6)

These are the opening verses to
Matthew’s account of the resurrection. It is a
text filled with power: “violent earthquake” and
“lightning.” It is also a text filled with emotion:
“they shook and became like dead men” and
“fear” filled them.

As we celebrate Easter this year, I would
like to point out that this day of celebration is a
day of power and emotion. Who among us could
ever express, like the gospel writer, the joy and
glory of the resurrection? The powerful victory
that we celebrate at Easter is the most
significant event in all history, and as the angel
said to the women, “He is risen.” That statement
alone carries so much power.

Think about it for a moment: Without
the message of Easter, humanity would be lost.
Without those few words we would have no
gospel, no assurance of immortality, no
enduring faith in the Kingdom of God, and no
church to continue the remembrance of Jesus
Christ.

But we do have that message! We have
this message from the angel who spoke to Mary
in the dawn of the day which was to change the
world forever: “He is not here: for he is risen!”
What a powerful moment for all of humanity!

So how will we, almost two thousand
years later, react to this message of the angels on
Easter day? Will we “shake and become like
dead people”? Or will we be joyous participants
in the resurrection event, glorifying God to all
we meet? We do this so that others may hear
and accept Jesus into their lives and that the
message of Christ victory over death may be
passed on to others who do not believe.

Embrace this powerful message and
carry it with you wherever you go. Let it be a
part of your lives not just on Easter Sunday, but
every day of your life. Let the emotion of Easter
carry you to new heights of understanding and
glory in the church. And may God be with us all
as the angel comes into our lives saying, “He is
not here. He has risen!”

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Curtis

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Executive Council will meet on 5/24/10,
8/30/10, 11/29/10 (Budget Informational
Meeting) and 12/6/10 at 7:00 p.m.

The Executive Council is seeking individuals to
help plan our church’s 200th anniversary. If you
are interested, please let Art DeJager know at
656-7818.

MAY NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:

Monday, April 19th.



APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2 Jim Sherwood
5 Joan Budine
6 Christopher Walsh

10 Phillip Whitman
11 Adrienne Silvernail

Kathy Donahue
13 Ellen Sherwood
18 Alayne Simmonds
22 Marie DeJager
24 Barbara Putrino
27 Doris Bennett

Mary Lou Schoonmaker
28 Christopher Rugg

Brian Breck
John Ludolph

30 Cassidy Lee Walsh

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

9 Chris and Peg French
29 Stuart and Mary Lou Schoonmaker

(Any additions or changes, please contact the church
office at 656-4923)

FAMILIES IN NEED

On the first Sunday of every month the
Mission Committee collects 5 items for families
in need; Toothpaste 5 oz., Bath Soap 4.5 oz.,
Shampoo 15 oz., Dish Soap 12.6 oz., and
individually wrapped bathroom tissue. Boxes
are provided in the Social Hall and Narthex.
Thanks for your help in supporting this
project.

FOOD PANTRY

A collection is held the last Sunday of every
month for the Food Pantry. Boxes are provided
in the Narthex and the Social Hall. Please help
support those less fortunate. Boxes are always
available if you forget to bring in your items on
the last Sunday.

CLOTHING BANK

If you have clothes you no longer need or no
longer fit, there is a Clothing Bank in the
village. It is located above the village office.
Hours are 10:00 a.m. to Noon every Tuesday
and Thursday and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every
Saturday. Items are free and they will accept
gently used clothing, shoes, boots, coats, etc.

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS

Executive Council - Art DeJager, 656-7818
Board of Property - Phil Gagnon, Chair,

656-7730
Deacons - Donna Possemato, Chair, 656-7964
Board of Education - Laurel Acunto, 656-9094
Music Ministry - Amy Root, 656-8990
Mission Comm. - Carol DeJager, 656-7818
Women’s Fellowship -Sharon Fowler, 656-9647
Head Ushers - Jim Gagnon, 656-9127 &

Bob Root, 656-8990
Altar Flowers - Margaret Bryant, 656-8201
Prayer Chain - Sharon Fowler, 656-9647
Care Team - Peg French, 204-0079
Parish Nurse - Sharon Fowler, 656-9647



Men’s Fellowship Meeting

The next Men’s Fellowship meeting will be held
on April 27th at 7:00 p.m. Come out and join us
as we talk about the issues of our day, and have
a bible study. Come alone or bring a friend, but
plan on being a part of this group as we seek to
inspire and encourage one another in our daily
lives.

GREENE OPEN DOOR
SOUP KITCHEN

The Greene Open Door Soup Kitchen will
continue to be open the second Friday of every
month. Please mark your calendars and plan to
spend some time volunteering with others! We
will be open April 9, May 14, June 11, July 9,
August 13 and September 10. Dinner is served
at 5:30 pm (one seating) and clean-up is
generally complete by 7pm. I encourage all
volunteers to sit down and enjoy dinner with
someone, perhaps someone you do not know. It
is a great time for chatting with others and I
guarantee you will have fun!

Katha Root

PLEASE GIVE ANY SUGGESTIONS
FOR OUR 200TH YEAR

CELEBRATION IN MAY 2011
TO CAROL DEJAGER.

WE ARE MAKING PLANS NOW.
THANK YOU.

The April, May, June THESE DAYS are
available in the Narthex and Social Hall. Pick
up your copy next time you are at church.

COFFEE HOUR

This is a schedule for the next four months. If
you can't participate on a Sunday for which you
are scheduled, please call a friend and ask them
to switch with you.

If you're not on the list, and would like to
help with coffee hour, please call Paula at 656-
9258. Coffee hour is just a nice time to socialize
with each other after the Sunday service. If you
have coffee and punch, that's good enough.
Enjoy.

April 4 Carol & Art DeJager/ Paula Basa
April 11 Ruth Bennett/Susan Borchardt
April 18 Baptist Church
April 25 Russ & Nancy Haberl/Lois Brown

May 2 Paula Basa/Jody Hartley
May 9 Fred & Donna Kroncke/ Pam Whitman
& Family
May 16 Margaret Bryant/ Colby & Loretta
Meister
May 23 Maggie & Charlie Hurtgam/George &
Kathy Estey
May 30 Nancy Sloan/ Karen Scott

June 6 George & Peg Marr/Kent & Jessie
Garringer
June 13 Tim & Mary Gell/Pat Ford
June 20 Steve & Cherie Bentley/Dan & Laurel
Acunto
June 27 Donna Possemato/ Chris & Peg French

Thank you all very much for all you do.
Paula Basa



PROPERTY BOARD

Our March Property Board Meeting had all
of its members present, some with jet lag and
some recovering from recent surgery. We
worked on planning for many projects that need
to be done in the near future. As reminder to all
– several groups are using the church and
scheduling is very important. Please check with
Linda Teter for available dates. We want
everyone’s event to be a success and a happy
occasion.

In keeping with the maintenance aspect of
our church building, we looked at the many
projects on our to do list. We are asking the
church members to help us with a “clean-up fix-
up day”. We are looking at April 24th for a work
day and we have inside and outside jobs –
something for everyone. Let’s get the work
done early so we can think summer and golf!

Phil Gagnon
Chairman PB

Just a reminder…

Since the monthly newsletter is no longer
mailed, please remember that if you change
your address to call the church office at 656-
4923. We need to keep our records up to date
for other mailings and the church directory.

THANKS!
(Please also call the church if you change your
e-mail address.)

Grief and Loss Support Group Offered
in Greene

Brenda Birdsall, bereavement coordinator
from Hospice of Chenango County is facilitating
a monthly support group to those in the
community who are coping with the loss of a
loved one. This group is open to all community
individuals (no prior connection to Hospice is
required.) This support group will be held the
second Thursday morning of each month from
10-11:30 a.m.; it will meet in the First
Congregational Church’s library and the next
meeting will be on April 8th. Please contact
Brenda Birdsall at 334-3556 with any questions.

WISH – Women Into Spiritual Health
Calling all women!

Women's small group will meet every 3rd
Friday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Church
Library.
Join us for prayer, care, and share!
For where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there am I in the midst of them.
(Matthew 18:20)
Next meeting will be April 16th!
If anyone is in need of prayer, please contact
Mary Ludolph at 607-656-7945 or at
daspost272@yahoo.com to give a prayer
request.

EASTER SUNRISE BREAKFAST

Our church will be the host for the Community
Breakfast after the Easter Sunrise service on
April 4. Donna Moorhead and I will plan and
prepare the main dish, an egg/meat casserole.
We are asking others to bring a breakfast item to
serve. It could be fruit, bagels, donuts, coffee
cake or anything similar. Please have it at the
church by 6:45 a.m. on Easter morning.
We will fix the coffee and prepare juice.
Thank you in advance.

Katha Root



2010 13th Annual $1 Million Giveaway
To Fight Hunger

For the 13th consecutive year, Alan Shawn
Feinstein will divide $1 million among hunger
fighting agencies nationwide using it to help
them raise funds during March and April, 2010.

The more donations made to the Greene Area
Churches Food Pantry from March 1st to April
30th – the more of the Feinstein money we will
receive.

Only donations or pledges received from
March 1st to April 30th, and from use of the
Feinstein challenge, should be counted. These
donations can include cash, checks and food
items (valued at $1.00 per item or pound) or
pledges, as long as they are obtained ONLY
from use of this challenge.

The Feinstein million dollars will be divided
proportionately among all agencies complying
with the above (a minimum of $250 and a
maximum of $40,000 to participating agencies).
Checks are mailed to each participating agency
by August 1st, 2010

Feinstein’s $1 million challenges to fight
hunger have raised a record $940 million for
agencies nationwide. All donors who donate
toward this campaign are partners in the most
successful grassroots campaign to fight hunger
of all times. That is something you all can take
pride in!

The Greene Area Churches Food Pantry has
participated in this challenge for the past
few years. For 2009 our challenge was to
exceed $4,000 in food and money donations.
You met the challenge and the total was
$4,604.31. We feel this challenge to our
community was well worth the efforts. We
thank all who participated and made this a
successful challenge. Let’s meet the challenge
again for 2010.

Your donations may go to your local church
OR you may mail or deliver directly to the Food
Pantry located at the Berean Bible Church using
the door in the left wing entrance. Checks can
be made out to GAC Food Pantry, PO Box 493,
Greene, NY 13778. Attn: Food Pantry. This is
the only fund raiser the Greene Area Churches
Food Pantry promotes throughout the year.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

ATTENTION LADIES!! The meeting
scheduled for March 23rd in the program will
actually occur on March 30th, 9:30AM. This is
to ensure the delivery of items ordered to
complete the Baby Kits. Thanks in advance for
your cooperation and assistance. Coffee and
goodies plus friendly conversation!

Our Lenten Luncheon was a great
success – thank you all for the wonderful array
of pies, all your assistance with cooking, setting
tables, serving and cleaning up. Several of our
gentlemen friends are included in this thank you
– and of course, Donna Moorhead for
organizing, shopping, and making the ship sail!
We served about 80 – a dramatic increase in
numbers this year.

The Annual UCCNY Women’s
Conference is coming right up, 4-29 through 5-
1. There still may be room for you! We can
check and would love for any of you to join us –
for the entire time or just Friday!

Our Rummage Sale dates are set for the
week of April 12th, with the actual sale on the
15th from Noon-6 and 16th from 10-4. Save your
gently used items, come and help early in the
week, and buy late! It’s a BIG job – but we
make it fun too!

Sharon Fowler, Chairperson



A MILESTONE FOR THE
BABIY FAMILY

You have heard us mention the refugee family,
the Babiys that our church sponsored quite a
while back. Well, that was 20 years ago! That’s
hard for many of us who were involved to
believe it’s been that long! With the family now
living in Oregon, it would have been difficult
for us to celebrate this special event. However, a
sad event, the death of Zoya’s father, brought
her and Andrey back to Binghamton on the date
of their arrival here in America, March 12th.
And to show their deep appreciation to us and to
God for bringing them here, they joined us for
worship Sunday, March 14th. It was an
opportunity for them to renew friendships and to
thank everyone for all the help we gave while
they got settled in a new country. Through them
we have learned about faith and putting God
first. Thank you, Andrey and Zoya!

LENTEN LUNCHEON THANK
YOUS

Each year I come home after the Lenten
Luncheon and just shake my head! I’m always
amazed at how much help all of you give to
make this meal a great success. This year we
had new volunteers which worked well so some
of us folks could go home and put up our feet.
And of course, there are the “regulars” who
come each year. I couldn’t do it without you
because you help me remember to do things I
haven’t put on the list! After expenses, we were
able to send $52.15 to Greene Area Churches.
Thank you all for giving of your time and talents
so that our guests may have a delicious meal.
You are very special people and may God bless
each of you!

Donna Moorhead

DEACON’S DOING

Lenten Schedule
*Luncheon to Follow

3/25 Lenten Service @ United Methodist
Church 12:05 p.m.*

3/28 Palm Sunday Service @ First
Congregational Church 9:55 a.m.

4/1 Maundy Thursday Service @ First
Congregational Church 7:00 p.m.

4/2 Good Friday Service @ United
Methodist Church 12:05 p.m.*

4/4 Easter Sunrise Service @ Elementary
School 6:30 a.m. with breakfast to
follow at the First Congregational
Church 7:00 a.m.
Easter Service at First Congregational
Church 9:55 a.m.

Sunday School children are collecting items
for Easter Baskets to fill for Shut-ins Mission
Project. Looking for the following items:
candy, coffee mugs, tea bags, small plants,
pencils, pens, puzzle books, knick knacks etc.

Anyone interested in serving our church as a
Deacon please see a Deacon for information.

The month of April is bring a friend to
church. What a way to spread the word of
Jesus. My favorite song is titled “Till the whole
world hears” Those words say it all. We need
to invite all friends to church to hear the word of
God. April will be a good start to invite a
friend to church. Then keep inviting friends
‘TILL THE WHOLE WORLD HEARS’.

“Finally, brothers, pray for us that the word of the Lord will

spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you”

2 Thessalonians 3:1

God Bless You All,
Pat Ford, Deacon’s Secretary



He Lives!

He is not here: for He is risen as He said.
Come see the place where the Lord lay.

Matthew 28:6

I always find it interesting when I come across
the history of a beloved hymn. As we complete
Lent and enter into the Easter season the hymn
He Lives, is one of the favorite Easter Sunday
songs sung by most denominations. I take this
story from the book, 101 More Hymn Stories by
Kenneth W. Osbeck.

Author and Composer – Alfred H. Ackley,
1887 – 1960

“Why should I worship a dead Jew?” This
challenging question was posed by a sincere
young Jewish student who had been attending
evangelistic meetings conducted by the author
and composer of this hymn, Alfred H. Ackley.
In his book, Forty Gospel Hymn Stories, George
W. Sanville records Mr. Ackley’s answer to this
searching question, which ultimately prompted
the writing of this popular gospel hymn:

He lives! I tell you, He is not
dead, but lives here and now!
Jesus Christ is more alive today
than ever before. I can prove it
by my own experience, as well as
the testimony of countless
thousands.

Mr. Sanville continues:

Mr. Ackley’s forthright, emphatic
answer, together with his
subsequent triumphant effort to
win the man for Christ, flowered
forth into song and crystallized
into a convincing sermon on “He
Lives!” His keenly alert mind
was sensitive to suggestions for
sermons, and sermons in song.
In his re-reading of the
resurrection stories of the
Gospels, the words “He is risen”
struck him with new meaning.

From the thrill within his own
soul came the convincing song –
“He Lives!” The scriptural
evidence, his own heart, and the
testimony of history matched the
glorious experience of an
innumerable cloud of witnesses
that “He Lives,” so he sat down
at the piano and voiced that
conclusion in song. He says,
“The thought of His ever-living
presence brought the music
promptly and easily.”

The hymn first appeared in Triumphant Service
Songs, a hymnal published by the Roderheaver
Company, in 1933. It has been a favorite with
evangelical congregations to the present time.

A. H. Ackley was born January 21, 1887, at
Spring Hill, Pennsylvania. He received a
thorough education in music, including study in
composition at the Royal Academy of Music in
London, England. As a performer, he was
recognized as an accomplished cellist.
Following graduation from the Westminster
Theological Seminary, he was ordained to the
Presbyterian ministry in 1914. While serving
Presbyterian pastorates in Pennsylvania and
California, Ackley always maintained a keen
interest in the writing of hymns and hymn tunes.
It is estimated that he wrote well over 1,000
gospel songs and hymns in addition to aiding in
the compilation of various hymnals and
songbooks for the Rodeheaver Co. Mr. Ackley
died at Whittier, California on July 3, 1960.

Blessings to all this glorious Easter season.
May the music of Holy Week and Easter bless
your heart and soul!

Soli Deo Gloria

Claudia Kachmarik



THANK YOU!

We want to express our thanks to

each and everyone who sent

cards, prayers and well wishes

regarding Fred’s surgery and

recuperation. It is very consoling

to know that we have the support

of such a wonderful church family

and that Fred is doing much

better because of your messages

and the expert care he received.

Thank you so much!

Love, Fred and Donna Kroncke

GREENE AREA CHURCHES
Progressive Dinner

April 25th

It’s time for us to have dinner with our
friends from the area churches at the annual
Progressive Dinner! The dinner will be Sunday,
April 25th beginning at 1 PM at the
Congregational Church. Allowing 45 minutes
for each course, we will then move on to the
Episcopal Church with the Berean Church
helping serve the salad; to the Methodist Church
for the main course; and complete our meal at
the Baptist Church with the Assembly of God
helping serve us dessert.

Doesn’t this sound like a fun way to enjoy
eating a meal out? Mark your calendars and
please let the church office know by April 21st
if you are planning to join us. We look forward
to having dinner with you!

TREASURER’S REPORT

In an effort to keep the congregation informed
of our financial position, here is the status as of
March 15, 2010.

Each quarter we have several large financial
obligations that need to be met, which include
but are not limited to:

* health insurance and pension
* employer portion of federal taxes
* OCWM quarterly pledge
* Local missions
* Regular obligations such as salaries, utilities,
and general building maintenance.

We have 2 available options to obtain the
additional $5600 in funds needed to meet our
financial obligations:

1. Borrow $5600 from some of our committees.
2. Sell up to $5600 in stock holdings.

Respectfully submitted, Amy Root, Treasurer

Greene Chamber Singers
Concert

At
The First Congregational

Church
Sunday April 18th

at 3:00 p.m.



AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT

We have audited the records and the financial
reports of First Congregational Church United
Church of Christ Greene, NY, for the last three
years commencing on January 01, 2007 and
ending on December 31, 2009.

While our audit was limited to testing the
transactions and balances and would not
necessarily disclose all errors, we found no
evidence of significant errors or omissions.
In our opinion, the financial reports presented
for First Congregational Church United Church
of Christ are fairly stated.

We, the members of the audit committee have
inspected the treasurer’s statement of assets and
liabilities, the related statement of revenues and
expenses, and changes in fund or net asset
balances for the prior three years that ended
December 31, 2009. Our inspection was made in
accordance with the Audit Program for Internal
Auditors of Churches. Our review also included
the tracing of the funds set aside for flood
repairs. We have found the balances displayed
to be correct, procedures proper, and records
properly kept.

We wish to commend the treasurer, financial
secretary, and members of the finance
committee for their fine work during the year.
On behalf of the congregation, we thank them
for the gift of their time and talent.

Copies of this report should be distributed to the
chairpersons of the finance and church
committees, recording secretary, treasurer,
pastor, and the audit committee of the First
Congregational Church United Church of
Christ.

Cliff Thomas – Auditor
Stephen Kachmarik - Auditor

The Church Rummage Sale is Thursday,
April 15th Noon-6 and Friday, April 16th,
10-4. You may drop off your gently
used items starting after church on
Sunday, April 11th

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Church Work Day will be held on
Saturday, April 24th 9-Noon.
Hope to see you there!


