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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
Executive Council
7:00 p.m.

2
WIC 8:30-4:30

3
Care Team 9:00
a.m.

Joyful Ringers 7:00
p.m.

4 5

6
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.
Communion
Families in Need
Collection

7
Labor Day
( Office Closed)

8
Property Board 7:00
p.m.

Music Committee
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

9 10
ABC Support Group
10:00 a.m.

Grief & Loss Sup-
port Group 10:00
a.m.

11
Open Door Kitchen
5:30 p.m.

12

13
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Choir 9:00 a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.

14
Deacons 6:30 p.m.

15
UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

Confirmation Class
Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Clothing Bank Meet-
ing 7:00 p.m.

16
Choir 7:00 p.m.

17
Joyful Ringers 7:00
p.m.

18 19
Women’s Fellowship
out to breakfast at
the Spot

20
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.

21
OCTOBER NEWS-
LETTER DEAD-
LINE

22
UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

23
Choir 7:00 p.m.

24
Joyful Ringers 7:00
p.m.

25 26
Susquehanna Assoc.
Fall Meeting

27
Sunday School 9:00
a.m.
Worship 9:55 a.m.
Food Pantry Collec-
tion
Blood Pressure
Screening

28 29
UCC Chimers 4:50
p.m.

30
Choir 7:00 p.m.

September 2009



Minister’s Musings

There is a special song which I
remember singing years ago which I would like
to share with you. It is a song entitled, “We Are
the Family of God”:

Chorus: We are the family of God; yes
we are the family of God; And He’s brought us
together to be one with Him, That we might
bring light to the world.

(1) Go make disciples of all lives;
Go show them my way is true.
Tell them the wonderful story
That they might be one in me, too.

The month of September is a time when
we tend to think about family. Special plans are
made for Labor Day weekend, children return to
school, the weekends of family camping begin
to slowly come to an end and we prepare as a
church family for the coming church year.

The song I introduced to us earlier is
special to me because of its message that we are
God’s family. We are one spiritually with God,
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. And why is
that? It is because Jesus, our Lord, brought us
together to be one with him. And in that
spiritual community that we embrace, we are
able to reach out to other brothers and sisters in
the faith, teaching and showing them the
message of Jesus. This message is about love
and forgiveness, peace and acceptance, and a
life with Jesus. Perhaps the most important
phrase in this song comes in the second verse.
The words that capture my attention here are
found in the phrase, ‘Show them by your own
example of love in the family of God.”

(2) Let them know life in the making,
Let them know peace from above,
Show them by your own example of
love in the family of God.

(3) Bigger and better is my love
That I have bestowed unto you
And now its for each one to share of
That all things might now become
new.

In these last two verses Jesus speaks to
us about being a spiritual family and the
importance of showing in the kingdom of God
through our actions of love and peace with one
another. September is a month to think of
family, and it is also a time to think of our
spiritual family. May God guide us in our
thoughts, prayers and actions as we are united
by His spirit.

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Curtis

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

For 2009 the Executive Council will meet on
the following dates: September 1st, and
November 3rd at 7:00 p.m.

The Executive Council is seeking
individuals to help plan our church’s
200th anniversary. If you are interested,
please let Art DeJager know at 656-
7818.

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:

Monday, September 21st.



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 Russ Haberl
2 Valorie Bauer
4 Kylie Ketcham
9 John Rugg
11 Clara Webb
12 Donna Babiy

Daniel Babiy
15 Lois Brown
20 Kent Garringer
26 Laurianne Murray
28 David Morse
29 Carrie Jackson

Karen Walsh
30 Mary Borchardt

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

4 Chris & Karen Walsh
8 Alan & Marjorie Brainard
11 Dave & Priscilla Boutilier
17 David & Marlene Sherwood
22 George & Kathy Estey

( Please contact the Church Office at 656-4923 with
any changes or additions.)

BAPTISMS

Donovan Robert Luo was baptized on
July 26, 2009

Donte Anthony Fernard Wrench was baptized
on August 30, 2009

UPDATE YOUR DIRECTORY

Rev. and Mrs. Steven and Shannon Simpson
1984 Weavertown Road
Douglassville, PA 19518

FOOD PANTRY

A collection is held the last Sunday of every
month for the Food Pantry. Boxes are provided
in the Narthex and the Social Hall. Please help
support those less fortunate. Boxes are always
available if you forget to bring in your items on
the last Sunday.

CLOTHING BANK

If you have clothes you no longer need or no
longer fit, there is a Clothing Bank in the
village. It is located above the village office.
Hours are 10:00 a.m. to Noon every Tuesday
and Thursday and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every
Saturday. Items are free and they will accept
gently used clothing, shoes, boots, coats, etc.

COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS

Executive Council - Art DeJager, 656-7818
Board of Property - George Marr, 656-9452
Deacons - Mary Gell, Co chair, 656-5185

- Donna Possemato, Co chair, 656-7964
Board of Education - Laurel Acunto, 656-9094
Music Ministry - Kathy Estey, 656-4564
Mission Comm. - Carol DeJager, 656-7818
Women’s Fellowship -Sharon Fowler, 656-9647
Head Usher - Russ Haberl, 656-9092
Altar Flowers - Margaret Bryant, 656-8201
Prayer Chain - Sharon Fowler, 656-9647
Care Team - Peg French, 204-0079
Parish Nurses - Sharon Fowler, 656-9647

-Carol Ann Duntley, 656-9987



CONFIRMATION CLASS

If you are entering the eighth grade this fall and
would like to become a member of our
congregation, then please take notice! There
will be a meeting for interested students and
their parents on Tuesday, September 15th at
6:00 p.m. We will go over the confirmation
schedule for the coming year and class
requirements. Please make it a priority to be at
this meeting!

GREENE OPEN DOOR
SOUP KITCHEN

Starting In September, the soup kitchen will be
open only once a month, on the 2nd Friday of
every month. The next dinner will be on Friday,
September 11 at 5:30. Members of the
American Legion in Greene will be there that
night to perform a remembrance tribute. Please
mark your calendars for these dinners: October 9
for a Harvest dinner, November 13 for the
traditional Thanksgiving dinner and December
11 for the Christmas dinner. Remember, we
need all our volunteers to continue their service
to the community through our soup kitchen. We
will be promoting these dinners and we expect a
larger attendance! As in the past, if Greene
Schools are closed due to inclement weather, the
soup kitchen will also be closed. See me with
any questions or concerns!
Katha Root
#656-9654

FAMILIES IN NEED

On the first Sunday of every month the
Mission Committee collects 5 items for families
in need; Toothpaste 5 oz., Bath Soap 4.5 oz.,
Shampoo 15 oz., Dish Soap 12.6 oz., and
individually wrapped bathroom tissue. Boxes
are provided in the Social Hall and Narthex.
Thanks for your help in supporting this project.

UCC of Greene
Budget

As of 7/31/09
Income $85544.73
Expenses $95768.80
Net ($10224.07)

Please note that our Congregation is depleting
investments in order to cash flow negative
balances.

GREENE AREA CHURCHES
AND LABOR DAY 2009

It is hard to believe that Labor Day is here
again! The Greene Area Churches supports
many programs and projects throughout the year
and we need everyone's help to make the
chicken BBQ tent a big success each year. There
are many opportunities to volunteer your time
and talents! On Friday, September 4 the food
delivery arrives and men are needed to help
unload. (I will know the time soon.) On
Saturday, September 5 at 1pm, we will need a
crew of helpers at the high school cafeteria to
make the homemade BBQ sauce. On Sunday at
1pm, we will be making homemade coleslaw at
the school and sheet cakes at our church.
Monday morning at 7:45am, several pick-up
trucks or vans will be needed to transport pies
and cakes to the ball flats. At the same time, we
will need a crew to get the ice, coleslaw and
milk from the school. Our regular serving shift
is from 8am - 10am and this involves setting up
the chicken serving line and putting all supplies
in place. Usually the chicken is done by 10am,
so we may start serving by then. If you are
unable to help that early, please come see me or
Amy any time during the day to see if we need
help! Thanks for your commitment and call me
with any questions!
PS - I am not quite sure what the
parking/loading situation will be at the school
by then, but I will get instructions!
Katha Root
#656-9654



PROPERTY BOARD

Where there is a need there is a way—the
north side handicapped door now works with the
card and operates as a handicapped door. After
obtaining all of the piecemeal information, it
was not too difficult a fix. Two cards are
programmed for this door. There have been a
few instances of inappropriately unlocked north
side lower door. Key users heed this! —Please,
lock the door with the key! Otherwise, it stays
unlocked and another person with a key has to
come and lockup. Returning to the handicapped
issue, the south side door is next on the high
priority list. The front doors have received a
second coat of varnish and are beginning to look
better. The kitchen door needs attention on a
high priority basis and we will be doing that in
the next month or so.

The barn, torn down and in a heap, has to
have its pieces and other junk moved for safety
reasons. Boards of Property members Fred
Kroncke and Charlie Hurtgam have worked a
deal with our own Art De Jager to entomb or
otherwise dispose of them. They will need help
at the time the equipment use can be
coordinated— they will be calling you.

I was optimistic of being able to issue
certificates of contributions for major items such
as this barn removal. More than several hundred
dollars in value, it would be a decent enough tax
deduction. Alas, having read IRS publication
526 it cannot be—for it is written in black and
white — one cannot deduct time or services.
Summer, low energy costs, and conservation
measures have reduced our negative balance
from $12 thousand plus to $10 thousand plus
but that brings false hope since the fall and
winter have big cost items coming up. Insurance
is one of the biggest. However, dropping
insurance is not feasible since we had a $160
thousand series of expenditures for water
damage repair just a while ago and our building
is only 22 years old.

Please remember that the following must
become regular practice:

 Lights must be turned off when leaving
restrooms that do not have occupancy
sensors.

 Lights must be turned off after
meetings, practices, and functions held
in the church.

George Marr

DEACON’S DOINGS

The Strawberry Fest was a great success.
The Strawberry Recipe Book has great recipes
and the All Occasion Card Set with our church
on the front is handy to have from inviting
friends to our service to wishing a friend health
and happiness. The All Occasion Card Set is
still available, just ask.

Funnel Cake at the Arts and Craft was a
great fund raiser and a great sharing day with
your community.

Please do not forget to take pictures for our
200th Year Anniversary.

Our prayers are with Kay Doak and John
Auwarter for their speedy recovery. May God
Bless.

I AM WITH YOU AND WILL WATCH
OVER YOU WHEREVER YOU GO, AND I
WILL BRING YOU BACK TO THIS LAND.
I WILL NOT LEAVE YOU UNTIL I HAVE
DONE WHAT I HAVE PROMISED YOU.
Genesis 28:15

God Bless You All
Pat Ford, Deacon’s Secretary



This is a schedule for the next three months. If
you can't participate on a Sunday for which you
are scheduled, please call a friend and ask them
to switch with you.
If you’re not on the list, and would like to help
with coffee hour, please call Paula at 656-9258.
Coffee hour is just a nice time to socialize with
each other. If you have coffee and punch, that's
good enough. Please don't to feel the need to
spend a lot of money or time baking for Sunday.
If you want to bring a package of cookies from
the dollar store or a bag of pretzels, that's fine.
There are no rules and we need to make it cost
effective for everyone. Just enjoy.

Sept.13 Paula Basa/Jody Hartley
Sept.20 George and Kathy Estey/Karen Scott
Sept.27 Tim and Mary Gell/Pat Ford
Oct. 4 Steve and Cherie Bentley/Dan and Laurel
Acunto
Oct.11 Loren and Lanette Breck/Ron and Jean
Compeau
Oct.18 Russ and Nancy Haberl/Faith Gimbal
Oct.25 Alta Martin/Dave and Marlene
Sherwood
Nov.1 Bob and Nancy Root/Amy Root/Katha
Root
Nov.8 Kent and Jessie Garringer/Kay Doak
Nov.15 George and Peg Marr/Chet and
Adrienne Silvernail
Nov.22 Pumpkin Pie Sunday (Deacons)
Nov.29 John and Ellie Rugg/Jim and Cindy
Gagnon

Thank you all very much for all you do.
Paula Basa

Aide needed in Smithville Flats area
Lillian Boesch is looking for someone to aid her
with housework, errands and medical appts. She
has a yellow lab service dog and person must be
a non-smoker. This is a part time position (29
hours per week) with salary ($10.65 for the first
5 hrs. & $9.15 for the rest) and mileage (.52 per
mile) included. Call her at 656-5028 for more
details.

AAnnootthheerr WWoorrlldd IIss PPoossssiibbllee

The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will
receive on October 4th, supports the UCC’s
ministries of justice and compassion throughout
the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and
national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects. Through
UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and
Witness Ministries office offers resources, news
updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum
of justice issues. Working with members of the
UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a
network of thousands of UCC justice and peace
advocates), Justice and Witness continues its
strong policy advocacy work on issues such as
the federal budget, voting rights, immigration,
health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and
environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also
supports our American Indian neighbors in the
UCC. One-third of the offering supports
the UCC’s Council for American Indian
Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears of the
UCC established churches and worked with
Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa,
Arickara, and Hocak in North and South
Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska.
Today there are 20 UCC congregations on
reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC
congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These
churches and their pastors are supported by
CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for
more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of
other tribes and nations who are members of
other UCC congregations in the U.S.

Neighbors in Need helps make another world
possible. It needs your support. Please give
generously. And remember, contributions to
Neighbors in Need can be made on-line at any
time at: www.ucc.org/nin.



MISSION COMMITTEE

We opened with a prayer and then reviewed
the Treasurer’s Report and any new
correspondence and additions to the agenda.
Also we discussed members needing our
prayers.

The WIC supplies for August are fine and
our members will be replenishing the supplies
for September and possibly for October.

The Angel Food Ministries next order will
go in on August 14th or 15th and the pick-up will
be August 22nd. The interest in this ministry is
increasing steadily with so many people
experiencing difficult times. Everyone is
welcomed to use this service regardless of
income, so please take advantage of their
various food packages.

Amy Gregory, the new Methodist minister,
will be presenting a one hour program at our
church discussing the mission work in Bosnia.
The date is Friday, October 30th at 7 pm; more
information on this will follow later.

Staple Gift cards were given to families to
purchase school supplies for their children and
were greatly appreciated. We also gave $50.00
money gifts to five college students from our
congregation.

The members are still reviewing the
purchase and placement of the “God Is Still
Speaking” banner for our church.

We started our Micro lending Projects by
sending $25.00 to the Heifer Fund for purchase
of a flock of chickens and $100.00 to the
Opportunity International Fund for a deserving
male or female who is having a difficult time
making ends meet.

Our liaison to the Executive Committee
will attend the Sept. 1st meeting and voice our
concerns with the church’s continuing financial
situation and if any solutions have been found.

Pastor also asked us to think of any new
ideas for the up-coming celebration of the
church’s 200th Anniversary in 2011. Our next
meeting will be October 6th at 3pm; Pastor led
us in the Lord’s Prayer.

Nancy Haberl, Secretary

Grief and Loss Support Group to
be offered in Greene

Brenda Birdsall, bereavement coordinator from
Hospice of Chenango County will be facilitating
a monthly support group to those in the
community who are coping with the loss of a
loved one. This group is open to all community
individuals (no prior connection to Hospice is
required.) This support group will be held the
second Thursday morning of each month from
10-11:30 a.m.; it will meet in the First
Congregational Church’s library starting Sept.
10th. Please contact Brenda Birdsall at 334-
3556 for any questions.

THESE DAYS are available in the Narthex and
Social Hall. Pick up your copy next time you
are at church.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The ladies will be going "out to breakfast" at
the Spot on Sept. 19th. To car pool meet at the
church parking lot at 8:30 a.m. This is our usual
way to kick off the fall season and touch base
after the summer. All ladies that attend church
are invited--and guests are always welcome.
Please call Sharon at 656-9647 to make a
reservation by 9-16--so we can let the Spot
know how many to expect.

Hope you all had a great summer and are
ready to get back into the routine.

- Sharon Fowler



Why
we walk!

Relay for Life July 17 & 18

As we set up our site for this year’s Relay for
Life walk on the fairgrounds in Norwich, we
wondered how it was all going to work out.
Would we have enough walkers? How much
money would we raise? Will we make it
through the night without rain? What is
there to eat? Questions, questions!
Well, we had nothing to worry about except
what to do to keep ourselves busy and ready for
all of our special walkers! And after they
arrived, we had the enjoyment of catching up on
happenings in everyone’s lives.
The walk was a great success. We had someone
on the track for all but about 3 hours in the
middle of the night. There was plenty of food to
be purchased around the track at all hours. And
the rain had passed before the walk started! The
last question – how much was raised? The total
raised by the entire group as of Aug. 13th is
$140,300 - $300 over the goal set for the walk!
And our team raised $1,520 of that total. What a
wonderful job each of you did to raise this!!!
This is our 5th year of participating in the Relay
and we have raised a total of $8,835 in those 5
times we’ve participated. Pat yourselves on the
back for a job well done!!
Thank you to our great supporters who either
gave of their time and / or money to make this
happen. You are truly special people. We give a
special thank you to Joan Paino for all her help
and for especially attending the captain’s
meetings.

Our walkers this year were: Marlene
Sherwood; Marie DeJager; Donna Possemato;
Mike and Joan Paino; Pastor Curtis, Pam,
Taralyn, Phillip and Leanna Whitman; George
and Kathy Estey; Amy Root; Sharon Fowler;
Katha Root; and Frank and Donna Moorhead.
Your participation made this walk special for
those fighting this disease and for the
families who have lost loved ones because of it.
Thank you again for your generosity!
As we look ahead to the fall and the busy times
to come, please be thinking about joining us
next year for the Relay for Life event. It is a very
meaningful time spent helping others to fight
cancer. Thank you and God bless all those
fighting cancer and everyone who works with
cancer patients and survivors!

Tuesday, September 15th. 2009

TIME FOR THE UCC CHIMERS
TO

CHIME, RING AND SING!

Welcome back to all the Chimers of the past
year and

welcome to any new children who would like to
join.

The rehearsals will once again be on Tuesdays
from 4:50 to 5:30.

I would be most willing to discuss this time with
parents who may have a better suggestion.

Please call me at 692-3204 to tell me if your
child will be returning or if your child would

like to join. This will help in planning music for
the new year.

Looking forward to a fun filled year of
producing music for our church and for God.

Thanks---Ellie Rugg



In case you're interested in sending Jeff a note or
a letter, this is his updated address:

PFC Ketcham, Jeffrey
5611 NE Rothwell St UNIT A2
Bulldawgs
Ft.Sill, OK 73503-8024

Yes, it's really Bulldawgs, not Bulldogs - I
checked!!!!
Please don't expect a response from him right
away or at all as they don't give them much time
to write letters.
I still can't believe that he's in the Army
Reserves. He's doing very well and is having a
great adventure. Jeff's always been a
very positive person. He graduates from basic
training on 9/18 and then heads down to
San Antonio, Texas for an additional 51 weeks
of training to be a Medical Lab Technician ( a
Medic ). His birthday is 8/25 and he'll be 28.
It would be really great if he got some
birthday cards from his friends at the First
Congregational Church in Greene.

Brianna, the girls, Brianna's mother, Bruce & I
will be going to see him for a few days before
and on his graduation at Fort Sill. Then he won't
see his family until Christmas and then possibly
Easter 2010. We're hoping to drive to San
Antonio sometime while he's there since it will
probably be just a two day drive for us. Please
keep him and his family in your prayers.

Love & best wishes,
Bruce & Louisa Ketcham

Stuff-A-Bus with School Supplies

School supplies will be collected for the Stuff-
A-Bus project. You may leave your donations in
the box in the Social Hall or take them to the
ball flats on Labor Day and put them in the bus.
All the bare necessities that kids need for back
to school will be accepted.
Thank you from all the children who benefit
from your generosity!!

Let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever flowing
stream. Amos 5:24

The Manila, Philippines news recently reported
that yet another church worker, who is also the
son of a pastor of the United Church of Christ in
the Philippines (UCCP), has been reported
missing by his family after he was arrested by
police and later turned over to the military. The
35-year-old lay worker was arrested by a police
team in Tangub City.

Tensions and violence intensifies in parts of the
southern Philippines. Violations to the rights
and dignity of persons under the presidency of
Mrs. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo continue with
impunity. These violations are evident in the
widespread poverty, unabated corruption, and
extrajudicial killings and abductions. Many of
these abuses have targeted church leaders,
workers and members, particularly those from
the Protestant denominations.

Global Ministries asks you to join in calling for
action by our government to call a halt to these
atrocities. The UCC and Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) have written letters, signed
on to the letters of other denominations and
passed resolutions to this effect.

Filipino pastors ask that we pray that the
government of the Philippines will be humane
enough to stop the rampant human rights
violations and extra-judicial killings.

Xiaoling Zhu is executive of the East Asia and
Pacific office of Global Ministries.

For More Information
Xiaoling Zhu
Area Executive
East Asia and the Pacific
700 Prospect Ave.
Cleveland,Ohio 44115

216-736-3226
Phone: 866-822-8224 ext. 3226
Fax: 216-736-3203
zhux@ucc.org


